
12 - RIVER CITY PRESS, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2010

POUND POOCH
Presley is a laid-back male mastiff/

ridgeback cross, about two years
old.

Microchipped but not
registered, Presley has a nice
nature and could make a good
family dog.

Meanwhile, Animal Control is
urging people who exercise
multiple dogs at the beach to
ensure they have a sufficient
number of leads for their pets.

Animal Control officer Kelly
says too often dogs without
leads are rushing up to other
dogs, and people, and causing
problems.

“Please have enough leads
for each of your dogs and
have them under control when
they approach the public or
other dogs being exercised.”
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Collins cousins ‘civil-ised’
Like most university

students, local cousins
Anna and Alice Collins
have spent the summer
catching up with family
and friends – and topping
up their bank balances
and CV experience.

Anna completed her
civil engineering studies
at the University of Can-
terbury at the end of 2009
and will graduate in April
with a 1st Class Honours
degree. Over the summer
she has been working on
a retaining wall design
and detailing project at

Opus International Con-
sultants under the watch-
ful eye of local engineer
Tony Moran.

“It has been fun,” she
says. “I chose engineer-
ing because I’m inter-
ested in how things work,
and working at Opus I
have learnt heaps about
what ‘real’ engineering is
all about.”

Meanwhile, Anna’s
cousin Alice recently re-
turned to Dunedin for her
final year of an honours
degree in geology. “Ive
been converting founda-
tion and site investiga-
tion reports to GIS (map-
ping and aerial photogra-
phy software) so land in-
formation is easy to find
and use,” Alice says.
“Opus has really helped
me to grow the theory
I’ve learnt at uni, and
start to apply it to real-
life situations.” Alice was
strongly involved with
rowing and athletics
while a student at Wan-
ganui Collegiate, as well
as being a youth coun-
cillor at the Wanganui
District Council.

Anna’s family runs a
sheepfarm near
Mangamahu, and she
boarded at Nga Tawa
School near Marton
throughout her second-
ary school years.

“I’m interested in get-
ting into water resources
engineering and infra-
structure work in the fu-
ture,” Anna says, “which
I guess might have come
out of my farming back-
ground.

But I like the city life too
much to want a farm of
my own.” Anna is think-
ing of doing engineering
work in poor countries
overseas once she has
some experience under
her belt. But the immedi-
ate plan is to put her stud-
ies firmly behind her with
a ten-week trip through
Thailand, Brunei, Laos
and Vietnam. “I’m not re-
ally thinking about what
I plan to do work-wise
until after that,” she says.

Opus International Con-
sultants has continued to
employ university stu-
dents and graduates in
engineering, sciences,
law and accountancy de-
spite the recent reces-
sion.

 “As a company we are
committed to supporting
the construction indus-
try and New Zealand in
general,” Opus Wan-
ganui Business Manager
Jenny Harrison says.
“Employing students like
Anna and Alice provides
a fantastic opportunity
for our senior engineers
to pass on their knowl-
edge and experience, and
it helps to future-proof
our industry.”

Opus currently employs
149 graduates in many of
its 38 offices and 10 test-
ing laboratories through-
out New Zealand, plus an
additional 39 graduates in
Australia, Canada and the
UK.

Anna Collins at work during the summer
holidays at Opus Wanganui.


